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Summary
1. Over 700 MPAs are in place in the Philippines, however, the majority of them have been rated as “ineffective”. This lack of effectiveness often arises because of limited acceptance and support by adjacent communities. It is thought that if such communities cannot perceive fishery benefits in the immediate area of the reserve, such as those caused by ‘fishery spillover’, they are far less likely to support reserves as a fisheries management tool.

2. Despite their importance in implementing and maintaining MPAs, there has been little study on the effects of MPAs on the adjacent communities. This study therefore, aims to determine if the presence of well managed MPAs are having any positive effects on the adjacent fishing community.
3. The perceptions of fishermen towards the status of the fish stocks, the adjacent coral reefs and their attitudes towards marine reserves are compared between two communities with an adjacent well managed MPA, two communities with an adjacent MPA rated as inefficient, and two other communities without any conservation management strategy in place.
4. Fishermen from villages with well managed MPAs were more positive about the future status of the fish stocks and towards the use of these reserves as a conservation management strategy than other fishermen. However, surprisingly, fishermen from poorly managed MPAs were also positive about implementing a well managed reserve and were more positive about the current status of the fish stocks. 

5. Results suggest that poorly managed MPAs may act as a “stepping stone” in ensuring the future support of fishermen towards well managed MPAs.

6. This study emphasizes the importance of acquiring strong support from local stakeholders in the maintenance and establishment of reserves. By furthering our knowledge of their perceptions towards MPAs, the information gathered will be essential in constructing a network of well managed MPAs.
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