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The increasing population of coastal communities, and the subsequent increase in pressure on coastal resources, is widely and increasingly recognized as one of the greatest threats to coral reefs. In keeping with one of the three objectives of IYOR, this presentation outlines the development and implementation of an innovative solution to reduce this threat in South West Madagascar.

The isolated, rural communities of South West Madagascar, who are almost exclusively reliant on the coastal resources for their livelihood, have limited or no access to sexual and reproductive health services. As a result, most girls are pregnant before their sixteenth birthday, women are reporting having up to seventeen children (despite not wanting that many), and the population doubles every twenty years.

After identifying a huge unmet need for adequate family planning services, and following discussions with the community on how best to meet this need, we have established a family planning clinic in the village of Andavadoaka, the site of the Blue Ventures research, conservation and expedition base. This clinic is the first of its kind in the area, and to our knowledge the first family planning service to be set up by a marine conservation NGO.

One year on, the successes and challenges of this project will be presented, along with plans for the next phase of the project, and possible areas for future research. By successfully establishing a family planning clinic, we have demonstrated that it is possible for marine conservation NGOs to tackle this important issue with the coastal communities they serve. By delivering this service through an established expedition team, using the expedition medical officer to run family planning clinics, we have developed a simple, low cost model for a service that could easily be adapted and replicated by other marine conservation and expedition NGOs.  

